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On May 16, 1978 The Highline Kiwanis Club conducted a re-dedication of Camp Schonwald. This celebrated the completion of the Lodge building remodeling.  .  The following is a reproduction of the dedication speech that was given by Kiwanis member James Jennings

**********************
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 I am very proud to have the opportunity to take a few moments of your time to briefly review some of the events which have occurred to make this day possible, and also to look at what’s ahead for Schonwald Park.

The philosophy of developing a camp like Schonwald for the youth of the area really commenced in 1938 with the chartering of Highline Kiwanis Club.  This new club assisted in sponsoring a youth camping program at Lake Wilderness during its first year of existence.  In 1940 the club fabricated 12 shelters and constructed them at Lake Tapps to aid in developing a summer camp.  The club involvement in camping activities ceased during World War II, but they became involved again in the postwar era by assisting at what is now called Camp Waskowitz near North Bend, and summer camps on Orcas Island.

During this time members were scouting the community to find an appropriate place in the Highline area to develop a camp. In 1952 14 years after the club’s charter, the club made a choice of the 10-acre site. Mrs. Schonwald agreed to sell 5 acres of the 10-acre tract to the club and donated the remaining 5 acres on condition that the site would continually be used for youth activities.  The name Schonwald is a part of the present name of the camp in memory of Dr. Schonwald.  This family name in its native German refers to a “beautiful forest”, hence its appropriateness for this site.

On November 14, 1953, the club started clearing the site for a campsite staff building.  With 6:00 AM Saturday morning and Thursday night work parties, the building was completed on June 17, 1954.

One week later, June 24, 1954, the club created by resolution the position of campsite manager.  Mr. H.O. Thompson was appointed as the first campsite manager and served in this position until 1964.  At that time Jack Scott became manager and served until his death in 1975. In 1976 Ken Williams was appointed as the camp’s third manager and presently continues to hold that position.

In 1961 The World’s fair came to Seattle and the teepee was completed on the campsite. About 4 years ago it became evident we needed to repair the roof on the one-story staff building.   Since Ken Williams was involved in determining ad adequate solution to the roof problem, club members knew the solution would involve a few work parties to accommodate.   You can see the result of the simple re-roofing.

 With the Saturday morning work parties, old cedar trees lying in the creek bottom were retrieved and all the shakes were cut from these by club members. This task alone extended for almost a year, a year in which we had 40 Saturday AM work parties.

The final result of this renovation was a facility which is available to the youth of our community on a year around basis.  It was with the final completion of this facility that generated the re-dedication event today. 

After the completion of the staff building in 1954, this campsite became a wilderness within a city, which was available to the youth groups for outdoor experience.  Since that time a great deal of use has been made of the area by the organized youth groups, particularly the Campfire Girls, and Girl and Boy Scouts. The use of the camp by small groups- by that we mean other than the summer day camps, has more than doubled after the completion of the lodge building.

During the summer months, day camps are held by Campfire Girl and Girl Scouts, as well as for Boy Scouting activities.   It is very rewarding to visit the camp during June, when over 200 youth are involved in activities throughout the grounds, each working in small group tasks, yet coordinated with a general camp scene.  By walking around the camp during day camp, you find group’s working in cooking skills, outdoor skills, group crafts, games, and generally having a good time.  This sort of makes the 6:00 A.M. work parties seem worthwhile.

We foresee even greater use of the Camp in the years to come.  We are starting to develop a nursery and hope to plant trees to replace those being lost because of age, so this area can continue to be maintained in its natural state to provide those unique opportunities this site affords to the youth of tomorrow. We now have a permanent caretaker living here: Randy and Kathy Jacox who schedules the use of the camp and act as Security. Not only has the use increased significantly since they arrived, but camp vandalism in this area has been virtually eliminated.

The club is currently installing utilities so a trailer can be placed on the portion of camp across the ravine. One of our members, Clarence Weise, and his wife Isabelle, will serve the same function over there.  The installation of a new fence and the establishment of a caretaker will provide even greater opportunities for use in this area by groups. This area is seen as becoming an arboretum; by planting many varieties of trees so they can be used in nature activities.

We are proud of what we have and hope you will take this opportunity to walk through the area to share some of its unique characteristics.

Note:  As of April 2009 :

In 1979 Jim Jennings,  the current campsite manager succeeded Ken Williams   and served in that position for 27 of the 30 years since that time.  Steve Wilson served in 1994-1996 and Joe Lyons in 1996-1997.

